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Project Title: The Guideline for Operation Development of Government
Agencies on Thai Muslim Youth Problems in Three Southern
Border Province of Thailand

Investigator: Thongphon Promsaka Na Sakolnakorn'

'Institute for Peace Studies, Prince of Songkla University
Abstract

The objectives of this study are: 1) to study the situation of Muslim youth in
three southern border provinces, 2) to study the operation and results of
government agencies in three southern border provinces of Thailand that focus on
problems related to Muslim youth, 3) to study problems and threats for government
agencies that attempt to solve the problems of Muslim youth, and 4) to study
guidelines for operation development of government units. This study uses
qualitative methods, such as a fieldwork survey, in-depth interviews, and focus group
discussion in Pattani, Yala, and Narathiwat provinces. The study found that the most
significant problems facing Muslim youth are drug addiction, lack of education,
inappropriate pregnancies, and violence; as an example of the latter issue, Muslim
youth are recruiting targets for insurgent groups that try to control the Muslim youth
in order to increase violence in the southern border provinces.

The government agencies focusing on the problems of Muslim youth have
five types of processes: 1) central government creates, plans, budgets, and manages
projects; 2) local government agencies set up projects but request funding from the
central government; 3) local government agencies set up and budget projects on
their own; 4) the central government sets up, plans, and budgets a project in
combination with local government agencies; and 5) private organizations coordinate
with government agencies to support the projects of private organizations. In
addition, most government projects are unsuccessful because they operate on a
short-term basis and solve symptoms instead of the root cause; most Muslim youths
who complete the training program go back to their homes, where they face the risk
of returning to bad behavior again, as the community environment is filled with drugs
and insurgent groups. Thus, guidelines for the operation development of these
government units include guidelines for narcotics control, public health and
reproductive health, budgeting and financial support, education, and community and

family development.
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