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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study the political Islam and peace concept of Muslim political
parties in Thailand and to extract the lessons learned of the political activities of Muslim political
parties in Thailand. Twelve key persons are consisted of four leaders of each three Islamic
political party in Thailand including Pheu-Santi Party (For Peace Party), Paradornphab Party
(Brotherhood Party) and Prachatham Party (Civil Justice Party); as well as, five successful
Muslim politicians which are the members of Wadah group are included to get the data for
analyzing. This research is qualitative one. It used the methods of collecting documentary data
from various sources, non-participant observation and in-depth interview by using main questions

in the drafted questionnaires and asks in depth by each issue.

The research found that Pheu-Santi Party (For Peace Party) and Paradornphab Party
(Brotherhood Party) have similar idea to form the parties which is the aiming of Muslim
participation in the politics without dividing from the religion by using democratic context to step
into the political space and change the political policies that accommodate the right for Muslim to
practice religiously. Further, they emphasize on the view to change the politics into moral-based
entity which could benefit to everyone in the society, even though they are not Muslim. While for
Prachatham Party (Civil Justice Party), though the basic idea is also in accordance with two

mentioned parties, this party focuses on mixing Malayuness, which is one of the identities of most



®)

of Muslims in the Deep South, into the political view as well. With these ideas, the activities of
three parties are resembled which do not divide between political, social, and religious spheres.
They work in accordingly through the organizational network in various dimensions. At the same
time, all parties agree that Islamic principles support to use non-violence for bringing peace to the
society. Peace in this acpect emerge from within each individual and impact to the social peace
that give rights to all, does not enforce on religion, and guarantee justice to everyone. All three
parties agree that peace in the society can be happened with Islamic principles. Further, political
Islam is able to bring society to that point if Muslim parties or moral people could access to
power. However, all parties are still facing with some challenges to play roles in politics. Muslim
in the big parties still could play roles more than Muslim that form their own political parties.
Also, Thai political context is still within the circle of corruption and non-democratic; as well as,
the misunderstanding on the linking between religion and politics, even among Muslim, which

need to raise understanding based on knowledge on this matter more.
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