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Perceptions of the crisis in three southern border provinces of Thailand
and the image of Thai Muslim students from the viewpoint of

private enterprise executives in Bangkok Metropolis
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ABSTRACT

The particular objectives of the study of perceptions of the crisis in three southern border
provinces of Thailand and the image of Thai Muslim students from the view point of private
enterprise executives in Bangkok Metropolis are: 1) to study the level of exposure to the crisis
information in three southern border provinces of Thailand; 2) to compare executive perceptions of
the severity of the crisis in the south; 3) to study the executives image of Thai Muslim students from
these southern provinces; and 4) to study opinions and considerations relating to accepting Thai
Muslim students into private enterprises. A total of 50 private enterprise executives, who are not
Muslim and whose offices are located in the Bangkok Metropolis, were selected for this study.
Questionnaires and interviews were used as the tools for data collection. Statistical analyses were based
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on frequency, percentage and mean. The results of the study were as follows: The participants were
exposed to information about crisis in the southern provinces mainly from mass media and personal
communication. The frequency of exposure to mass media is very high (mean = 4.47) In addition, the
sample was exposed to information from personal communication at the middle level (mean = 2.88).
The sample’s perception of the severity of the crisis in the south of Thailand is high (mean = 3.56).
However, most of the key informants had favorable attitudes toward Thai Muslim students from
the southern border provinces of Thailand. They did not think the Muslim daily practice was a problem
in working together with other employees of different religions. The sample executives were pleased
to admit Thai Muslim students into their enterprise, if the applicants had the knowledge, qualifications

and abilities required.
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