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Executive Summary

On February 28, 2013, for the first time in Thailand’s history, the Government
of Thailand announced publicly that it aimed to settle the conflict in the
three southermost provinces of Thailaond — otherwise known as the deep
South — through official talks with separatist leaders.

In the previous annual report, Negotiating a Peaceful Coexistence between
the Malays of Patani and the Thai State, the Patani Forum looked at the
various attempts to generate peace talks between the Thai government and
various separatist movements from 2005 to 2012. We explained why none of
these initiatives, which were secretive in nature, succeeded in generating
meaningful traction. Two months after this report was released, the Thai
government made the February 28 announcement. While the process has
faltered, as will be outlined below, the significance of Bangkok acknowledging
the political nature of the separatist movement cannot be overstated.

In this annual Special Report, the Patani Forum examines the significance
and impact of the February 28, 2013 announcement. In the Introduction,
we provide a brief overview of previous talks between separatists and Thai
authorities and discuss what makes the February 28 announcement different
from previous iterations of talks. In Section |, we look at insurgency activity
leading up to the announcement and explore why, a year later, the peace
process has come to a virtual standstill. We begin this examination with
the so-called Mayo Operation of July 2012, which was caught on CCTV,
and end with the Bocho Operation in February 2013, the same month the
official peace talks were announced. In Section Il, we focus on the peace
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process itself, discussing key meetings and exploring their connection to
insurgent activity on the ground. We also discuss the exiled separatist leaders’
perspective of the talks in this section as well as their belief about why
the peace talks have faltered and what needs to be done for a so-called
“coherent” peace process to take shape. In Section Ill, we discuss the
significance of the separatists’ political wing, Barisan Revolusi Nasional-
Coordinate (BRN-C), stating their willingness and desire to negotiate with the
Thai side should the conditions be right. Finally, in the Conclusion, we briefly
summarize our own assessment of the significance of the February 28, 2013
announcement and make recommendations as to what should be done
should the government want to develop a more coherent, inclusive peace
process with buy-in from all stakeholders.
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Introduction

For over five decades, insurgency and counterinsurgency violence
has plagued Thailand’s southernmost provinces of Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat
and the four Malay-speaking districts of Songkhla province, and the end
is nowhere in sight. The insurgency is fueled by grievances related fo
Thailand’s nations-state construct, epitomized by the national slogan, “Nation,
Religion, Monarchy.” For the Malays of Patani, whose identity narrative
reaches back to when the region was part of the Patani Sultanate, their
identity does not fit info Bangkok’s characterization of what it means to be
‘Thai’. And for the separatists, Thailand’s assimilation policies in the deep
South have come at the expense of their culture and ethno-religious identity.

While organized armed resistance aimed at securing independence
from Thailand broke out in the 1960s, it was not until the 1980s that Thai military
officials met with separatist leaders, who had by this time split into different
groups.” The meetings took place in Middle East countries, which had
provided training and financial supports to the separatists. The talks, however,
were largely treated as information gathering exercises by the military, not a
dialogue aimed at addressing the separatists grievances; and they came to
a halt in the 1990s, after the armed wings of the first generation of separatists
went under, refurned fo their villages or went info exile.

The second wave of insurgency resurfaced at the turn of the
century, but it was not until a coordinated attack on a Thai military base
in 2004 that Bangkok acknowledged the insurgency had resurfaced. In

1 Resistance fo Siam’s occupation of Patani can be dated back to 1786 after the defeat of the Malay sultanate. Fracis R. Bradley, in his
chapter “Siam’s Conquests of Patani and the End of Mandala Relations, 1786-1838", published in “Ghosts of the Past in Southem Thai-
land: Essays on the History and Historiography of Patani,” (Patrick Jory edit-2013), argued that the 1786 defeat of Patani, along with the
five successive war that followed, wiht the fifth one taking place in 1838, was part of Siam’s systematic effort fo depopulate the region,
“especially when a distant territory could not otherwise be feasibly controlled by a visiting garrison or forced political allegiance.” (P.160)
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2005, then-Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra dispatched his top military
inteligence chief and the head of the National Security Council (NSC) to
Langkawi, Malaysia to meet secretly with the exiled separatist leaders, now
referred to as the ‘old guard.” These were the same separatist leaders with
whom Thai officials had once held regular talks in the Middle East. Yet, once
again, the talks did not address the historical and root causes of the deep
South conflict and petered out, as Thai authorities continually distanced
themselves from the talks when news of them leaked to the public. For Thai
authorities, the risk of legitimizing the separatist leaders by holding official
talks, and hence recognizing the political nature of the conflict, was much
too high.

This is why the February 28 announcement is significant: it marks a
new stage in the deep South conflict, one that begins fo acknowledge the
grievances of the separatists and Malays of Patani. The Patani Forum believes
it is of utmost importance that stakeholders and the public understand the
development and implementation of this, the most serious peace process to
date. While serious mistakes were made in convening the peace talks, the
fact that Bangkok and, as will be seen below, BRN-C, want to find a political
solution to the deep South conflict has provided a small window of opportunity
for a new, more coherent peace process to develop.

In our last report, Negotiating a Peaceful Coexistence between the
Malays of Patani and the Thai State, we looked at the various iterations of
peace talks commencing in 2005. We ended with a discussion of the bombings
in Hat Yai and Yala in March 2012, which sources in the deep South believe
was a reaction to a meeting between fugitive Thaksin Shinawatra — the de
facto leader of the ruling Pheu Thai Party and brother of Prime Minister Yingluck
Shinawatra — and old guard leaders two weeks prior. In this report, we begin
our analysis in July 2012, when the fall-out from the Hat Yai bombings had
started to recede from public memory and consideration of peace talks
among Yingluck’s administration once again became a strong focus.
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Launch of the
Peace Process
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The Mayo Attack

The affack against four soldiers in Mayo district in July 2012 was
atypical. The insurgents rode on two pickup trucks with gunmen riding on the
back. They approached the soldiers from behind and positioned themselves
neck-to-neck with the two patrolling motorbikes before commencing fire,
riddling four soldiers with bullets at close range. Sporadic gunfire from the
third pickup truck kept the two remaining soldiers at bay.

Roadside ambushes, which normally follow a roadside bomb attack,
are common in this restive region. What make this one different was that
it was caught on camera — government installed CCTV — and that the
insurgents took the fight to the security forces. Sources in the separatist
movement say the insurgents carried out the attack in front of the CCTV on
purpose—they wanted to show the Thai authorities the chaos they were
capable of wreaking. It did not take long for the footage to make its way to
local television and other social media outlets.

The vividness of the Mayo attack sent a chill through the country
and shook up security officials and policy-makers, who had been claiming
that progress was being made on the ground. Human Rights Watch's
Sunai Phasuk said the attack was “daring and bold” and that it created a
significant psychological impact. Exiled separatist leaders said the Mayo
attack was part of a step up in attacks to make the area as ungovernable
as possible. If the insurgents” intent truly was to use this as a form of
“communicative action,” it appears they achieved their aim.’

1 "Ambush in South kills four soldiers: CCTV camera captures more than a dozen militants unleashing hail of bullets on security forces,”
Bangkok Post, July 29, 2012. Two days affer the incident, insurgents, on July 31, 2012, set off a car bomb hitting the CS Pattani Hotel,
damaging the back part of the hotel.
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Pressed for answers, the government quickly set up a new operation
unit — theCentre for Implementing Policies and Strategies for Solving Problems
in the Southern Border Provinces — the so-called Pentagon I, which was
to be headed by then-Deputy Prime Minister General Yuthasak Sasiprapha.
The idea came into being affer Prime Minister Yingluck met with 17 ministries
and other security agencies to implement the nine strategies mapped out
by the NSC to contain violence in the deep South.” Not long after Pentagon
I was established, Deputy Prime Minister Chalerm Yoobamrung, a man who
hardly ever visited the deep South, was appointed Director. Chalerm was
later removed from the post, which he departed bitterly and not without
taking a few potshots at a top bureaucrat, Pol Col Thawee Sodsong. the
chief of the Southern Border Provinces Administrative Center (SBPAC), whom
he accused of orchestrating his “demotion.”’

Perhaps unsurprisingly, violence continued unabated the following
month, August 2012. In Yala’s Raman district, insurgents carried out
a car-bomb attack, kiling five police officers and injuring one. Police
responded with a massive mop-up operation and raided 18 locations
in three tambons, or sub-districts, in Raman district. Then, on August 31,
Malaysia’s Independence Day, insurgents launched simultaneous attacks af
more than 100 locations, staged five bombings and planted approximately
500 Malaysian national flags throughout the region. Then-Fourth Army Area’s
Commander Lt-General Udomchai Thammasarojrat said the widely-reported
spike of incidents was intended to send a message to the international
community that Thai authorities had lost control of the deep South, “while
signaling that the overall separatist battle was nearly won.” Furthermore, the
Lt-General stated that by displaying a Malaysian national flag at the site
of every incident, the insurgents were attempting to disrupt Thailand’s good
relations with I\/|0|Ic1ysi0|f1

2 “'Pentagon II" sets strategies as PM rules out curfew,” The Nation, August 9, 2012.
3 “Bitter Chalerm makes mockery of Cabinet reshuffle,” The Nation, July 1, 2013
4 “Insurgents launch 102 attacks in 1 day.” The Nation September 1, 2012.
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Mass surrender: public relations stunt
or a turning point?

In September 2012, the Fourth Army Area staged a surrender of
more than 100 alleged separatist insurgents and paraded them in front of the
local media. Both local residents, who knew the accused, and exiled
leaders said these young men were not combatants. At most, they were
separatist sympathizers who had found their names on the authorities’
blacklist and agreed to be paraded in front of the media to please the
military and clear their names. Reportedly, their parents negotiated with
the military to enable their exoneration. There were no legal proceedings
afterwards, in spite of the claim by the authorities that some of the
surrendered had arrest warrants. In one telling report, Wae Ali Copter was
said to have 50 arrest warrants out on him. According to a senior military
source, however, the police had only linked Copter to the infamous January
4, 2004 arms heists in Narathiwat, but had repeatedly used his name in arrest
warrants since then in spite of insufficient evidence.

Reportedly turned off by the Army’s public relations stunt, insurgents
decided to hit back on September 21, 2012 with a massive car bomb attack
in Pattani’s Sai Buri district, killing six and wounding approximately 30 people,
half of whom were police officers. The attack came on a Friday, amid
a campaign by the insurgents to force local businesses to observe the Muslim
Sabbath. In a common tactic, a group of militants opened fire on a gold
shop in Sai Buri town centre shortly after Friday prayers to lure security forces
there and then detonated the car bomb.”

5 "6 die, 50 hurt in Pattani blast,” The Nation, Agencies, September 22, 2012.
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On the political front, September 2012 saw the leaders of the
two leading political parties, Pheu Thai Party’s Yingluck Shinawatra and
Democrat Party’s Abhisit Vejjajiva, coming together to discuss the situation
in the deep South in what insiders billed as a horse trading scheme between
the two political camps over the idea of peace talks with the separatist
movement. Reportedly, the idea of meeting with the opposition was floated
by a controversial politician, Deputy PM Chalerm Yoobamrung. after a series
of bluffs between the two camps.

The month of October 2012 started off violently but slowed the last
two weeks of the month amid interesting debate about security operations
in the region. The NSC came out and reiterated their support for the creation
of the 15th Infantry Division, a unit fo be made of up Paramilitary Military
Rangers recruited from the region. Their logic was simple: local recruits
would serve as better link to the community then soldiers from other parts of
the country. A BRN-C operative, on the other hand, thinks the Thai Army is
digging their own grave, as the movement has one big trump card over
them: the recruits would be locals, known to the separatists, and hence
vulnerable to attack.

The insurgents” campaign to get the local residents to observe the
Muslim Sabbath ran out of steam after three weeks, as the militants were
reportedly more focused on humiliating the security agencies than sustaining
a campaign that had never been popular with the local residents. According
to one BRN-C source, the idea came from the elders, who used words like
“request” locals for cooperation. At the implementation level, however, the
insurgents, locally known as juwae, or fighter in local Malay dialect, were
walking around with handguns and threatening local shopkeepers to comply
with the “request.” Part of the public relations failure on the government’s
part was the fact that they approached the issue as a zero-sum game. If the
shop houses were closed, then the state would “lose” this battle to the juwae.
In fact, such an approach reflects the long-standing mindset of the Thai state
agencies for generations, highlighting Bangkok's insecurity over its ability to
“control” the minority.
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The murder of Imam Abdullateh Todir
and a spike in violence

The month of November 2012 saw a dramatic step up in insurgency
violence, partly because of a planned strategy by the insurgents to do so
andpartly as a reaction to the target killing of Imam Abdullateh Todir,a young
but influential imam from Yala’s Yaha district, as well as the target killing of
a teacher from Thamvithya Multini Islamic School two weeks earlier.

Abdullateh was chairman of the imams’ committee of Yaha district
and a member of the Yala Islamic Committee. There was an attempt on
Abdullateh’s life in 2011, which ended tragically in the death of his daughter.
In the days following this attempt, he was guarded by three Special Forces
troops, who were sent to Tambon Patae to provide security for him. But
in 2012, his assailants were successful, and his death set off a massive retaliation
from the juwae, who believed a rogue unit or a pro-government death
squad was responsible for his death. Public schools and teachers returned
to the juwae’s hit list, following a respite after the old guard put an end to
such activity in the mid-2000s. In the three weeks following the Imam’s death,
insurgents affacked four public school teachers, three of whom were killed,
and burned down two public schools.

Retaliation for the killing of Abdullateh also resulted in the bombing
of a frain in Narathiwat’s Rueso district on November 18, 2012. The attack
ended in one fatality and 16 injuries, all of them security officials who were
situated in the same tfrain car. The remote-controlled bomb, located in
a 100-kg gas cylinder, caused a 1.5-meter deep and 3-meter wide crater.
Another incident on November 22, 2012 has also been identified as retaliatry
——the shooting of the headmistress at Ban Tha Kam Sam School, a public
school in Pattani’s Nong Chik district.
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A pillion rider shot at the headmistress with an M16 rifle. The headmistress’
murder sent a chill through both the Malay Muslim and Thai Buddhist communities
in the deep South, as she was very popular amongst both communities.
Schools across southem Thailand closed for a week in the wake of the shooting.

More than 300 government schools in the deep South decided fo
reopen their doors on December 4, 2012. A schoolteacher in Narathiwat’s
Cho Ai Rong district was gunned down on the first day of the reopening.
Reportedly, the teacher did not want to be escorted by a security official,
which is common, as many teachers, including monks, feel that being around
security officials compromises their safety. The same day also witnessed
an attack on a teacher in Narathiwat’s Sungai Padi district. The teacher
survived the attack by gunmen, who shot him in the back just as he was
leaving the school.
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Separately, in Pattani’s Panare district, 15 insurgents carried out
an arson atftack against a local school. The assailants entered the school
at 1:20am, rounded up staff on the front lawn and set the school on fire.
Earlier, on the evening of December 3, insurgents bombed a CD shop and
the home of a police officer in Pattani’s Yaring district, injuring two people
and damaging four houses.

In what appeared to be retaliation against the step-up in violence,
three gunmen, using AK47s and M16s, and believed to be members of
a pro-government death squad, attacked a teashop full of local Malay
Muslims the morning of December 11, 2012. The aftack occurred in Narathiwat’s
Rangae district, killing four, including an 11-month old baby, and injuring five.

Later that same day, five insurgents attfacked Ban Ba-ngo School
in Mayo district, Pattani. They rounded up the predominately Malay Muslim
teachers, singled out the two Buddhist teachers and executed them at close
range. As they were leaving, the insurgents stole a pickup truck belonging to
one of the teachers. The murder of the two teachers came on the same day
that at all 378 state schools in Narathiwat reopened after striking teachers
accepted an assurance from security authorities that they would better
protect them.’

During the month of January 2013, one political incident dominated
the headlines: Deputy PM Chalerm Yoobamrung’s drunk and disorderly
conduct during his three-day visit to Malaysia. Chalerm was in Malaysia to
meet with Malay separatist leaders, but, reportedly, most of the old guard
had left Kuala Lumpur by the time Chalerm arrived to avoid meeting with
his delegation. Chalerm, whose disorderly conduct was caught on tape,
eventually admitted that he had been drunk after sharing eight bottles of
wine with five friends, but maintained that it did not occur while he was on
duty. He criticized whoever leaked the pictures and video clips of him for
violating his privacy. Unfortunately, this did litfle to bolster confidence
in Bangkok's efforts to reach out to the separatists, and Chalerm came away
with little to show for his efforts other than scandall.

6 "Baby among five killed in teashop shooting.” The Nation, December 11, 2012
7 “Chalerm drunk in Malaysia,” Bangkok Post, January 11, 2013.
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Violence continued unabated in February 2013, though sources
dispute its connection to separatist activity. Two Singburi farmers in Pattani,
who were taking part in a rice-growing project run by SBPAC, were shot
dead and 10 others were injured. The same month also saw four Buddhist fruit
buyers shot dead in Yala's Krong Pinang district, reportedly by seven gunmen
dressed in black who drove up to their makeshift resting area where they
were having dinner. The farmers’ hands were tied behind their backs
before they were shot at close range. Local residents have dismissed police
suggestions that these two killings were carried out by militant separatists.
Locals in Pattani believe that the local mafia, who were demanding protection
money, executed the Singburi farmers. Similarly, residents of Yala have pointed
out that the Buddhists fruit buyers had been coming to Krong Pinang district
for over 15 years and that they had good relations with the local residents.
This, the locals maintain, won them respect from the local militant cell, which
is why they believe the fruit sellers also had a dispute with the local mafia,
one that eventually turned dec1d|y.8

Separately, five soldiers were kiled and one seriously wounded in
a car bomb in Yala’s Raman district on the morning of February 10, 2013.
Six soldiers from Yala Task Force 12 were fraveling in a six-wheel fruck after
being assigned to pick up workers at a model farm at Ban Upoh in Tambon
Wang Phaya. At a spot on Wang Phaya-Tha Thong road, the army truck
was blocked by a pickup truck loaded with a homemade bomb weighing
approximately 50 kilograms. Militants hiding on the roadside detonated the
bomb, the impact of which overtumed the soldiers” truck. Then, another
pickup fruck carrying at least six militants arrived at the scene. The militants
shot five soldiers to death, stole their weapons and fled.”

8 "3 killed, 10 hurt in Pattani attacks,” Bangkok Post, February 2, 2013.
9 “Five soldiers killed in Yala car bomb,” Bangkok Post, February 10, 2013.
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The Bacho Operation

A group of about 850 insurgents gathered in a remote village
in Narathiwat’s Bacho district on the evening of February 12, 2013 to go
over last minufe details of a planned attack on a marine base. Mahrosu
Jantarawadee, a local cell leader who is wanted on numerous and various
charges, led the operation. What the insurgents did not know, however, was
that the marines were waiting for them just outside the camp perimeter.

A week before the planned attack, the local marine unit found
a note in the pocket of a dead insurgent. It was a map of the camp —
an atftack plan — although the drawing did not say when the aftack would
be carried out. The marine unit, however, had a mole in the village, so when
approximately 50 insurgents gathered on Tuesday night, just as midnight was
approaching, the informant knew exactly what to inform the authorities. Just
after midnight, the attack was launched, but the marines were ready. After
almost an hour of exchanging fire and grenades, the separatists retreated,
but not before losing 16 of their members.

Separatist attempts to overrun military bases in the deep South
are rare. Most of the attacks in the foremost southern provinces of Thailand
involve roadside bombings, ambushes on patrolling troops or point-blank
shootings of victims suspected of spying. Coordinated and simultaneous
attacks, while not necessarily a key feature of the conflict in this region, have
been employed, but tend to take their toll on local govemnment troops. Events
like the one in Bacho district, in which a large group of insurgents try to overrun
a marine installation, are rare, possibly because of the time needed for

10 The incident was widely reported in the local press and Patani Forum team visited three families of the dead insurgent, all of whom
live in the Bacho district, that evening.
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planning and to bring militants from different cells together.

While the authorities were quick to claim victory in this battle, the
incident sheds lights on the relationship between the militant cells and the
local residents. Mahrosu and a number of others who died that day had
walrrants out for their arrest for years, yet they were able to operate relatively
freely in their respective districts. In addition, turn out at the funerals for the
16 combatants kiled in battle was huge, and when a video of the funeral ceremony
surfaced, authorities were lost for words: the footage contradicted officials’
statements about how the local residents were afraid of the insurgents.
Instead., local residents tend to view the separatists as heroes.

11 ensund A, uzsely Junsni: mnmﬁaé unutil RKK (Mahrosu Jantarawadee: From victim to RKK cell leaden), Ekkarin Tuansiri,
Patani Forum (www.pataniforum.com), February 15, 2013. See also: Pathan, Don, “In death, another side to insurgent Mahrosu is re-
vealed,” The Nation, February 15, 2013.

12 Ibid.
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After hasty preparations, Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra’s
administration announced on February 28, 2013 that it would enter into
peace talks with exiled separatist leaders residing in Kuala Lumpur. On
the Thai side, the government designated NSC head Lt. Gen. Paradon
Pattanatabut as lead negotiator. Working alongside Paradon would be the
secretary general of SBPAC, Police Colonel Thawee Sodsong; both Paradon
and Thawee have a close working relationship with the ruling Pheu Thai Party.
The Malaysian government was designated facilitator of the process, as
led by Dato Ahmad Zamzamin Hashim. Hasan Taib was designated as the
“licison” for the BRN-C, Thailand’s counterpart, a position many insiders said
he did not really want.

Over the years and since the current wave of insurgency erupted
in Thailand’s Malay-speaking southernmost provinces, many of the long
standing separatist groups have surfaced and met secretly with potential
mediators in the hopes of starting up some sort of peace process. All pretty
much claimed to have the ability to influence the insurgents on the ground,
the juwae, but none of these initiatives went beyond informal discussion. The
one group that never approached the Thais was the BRN-C. So when the
government of Thailand and Malaysia announced publicly that they were
about to enter into a peace process with this particular group, it generated
considerable excitement among local civil society groups, the Thai public
and the intfernational community.

However, that excitement did not extend to a number of key
actors on the ground, namely, the youth/students movements and the Ulema
Council of Fatoni. They kept their distance from the initiative and questioned
the legitimacy of the so-called BRN-C representative, Hasan Taib. These
groups asked whether Hasan Taib’s delegation could actually influence the
juwae and saw the initiative as motivated by the needs of Bangkok and
Kuala Lumpur, not the people of the Patani. Indeed, findings from Patani
Forum indicate that the ruling council of the BRN-C, also known as the
Dewan Penilian Party (DPP), did not have a role in formulating the February
28 initiative.
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It seems that the grand announcement came to them, as well as many key
actors in Thailand such as the Army, the Foreign Ministry and the police, as
a complete surprise. In interviews with exiled leaders, top Thai and Malaysian
officials and informed sources within the BRN-C movement, all maintained
that Hasan Taib did not have any influence on the DPP Council, much less
among the armed militants on the ground.

Sources in the Malaysian and Thai governments now admit they
knew beforehand that Hasan and his delegation could not influence
the BRN’s DPP or the insurgents on the ground. Why then did Bangkok and
Kuala Lumpur permit Hasan to come to the table? Or, why launch the peace
process in the first place knowing that it could not generate any meaningful
fraction?

One reading as to why the process was permitted to launch,
according to separatist sources and Thai and Malaysian officials, has to
do with Prime Minister Yingluck's desire to clear her brother’s name. It should
be noted that Thaksin’s handling of the unrest in the southernmost provinces

was one of the three reasons cited by the military for his ousting in 2006
(the other two were disrespecting the monarchy and corrup‘rion).]3 Yingluck
and Thaksin, then, needed to be able fo say to the public, and the world for
that matter, that they had extended an olive branch to the Malays of Patani.
They also seemed to believe that once that branch was extended, BRN-C
leaders would come out of the woodwork. As noted previously, however, the
separatist leaders refused to participate.

It is probable that Malaysia took the same leap of faith as Bangkok

in hoping an official peace process would attract the participation of key
leaders from the long-standing separatist groups. Historically, Kuala Lumpur
has viewed southem Thailand as its back yard and deemed any initiative fo
resolve the conflict as their concern. In many respects, Bangkok understands
Malaysia’s predicament.

13 Thai Parliament, dominated by Thaksin’s camp, passed a political amnesty bill that critics said would clear Thaksin Shinawatra of any
wrongdoing. The bill was passed on the early hour of Nov. 1, 2013, prompting a massive street protest that forced the Senate fo shoot
down the bill and the government fo dissolve the Parliament.
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Although historical mistrust between the two countries persists, there is
understanding among policymakers in Bangkok that any conflict resolution
for the deep South must include Malaysia. The sticky question was how much
involvement Bangkok was wiling to grant Malaysia. Discussions between
the two sides generated various labels — facilitator, mediator, broker,
etc — but it is action that counts, and it is unclear how much real authority
Bangkok ever granted Malaysia’s facilitator.

On the separatist’s side, and according to one top Malaysian
official, BRN-C leaders did not endorse the Kuala Lumpur-backed initiative
because the Yingluck government would not grant their negotiator immunity.
According to BRN-C sources and other old guard leaders, however, that
was just one of a series of misgivings BRN-C leaders had with the Kuala
Lumpur-backed February 28 initiative. First, the DPP did not think Thailand
would commit itself to a formal process, since there was no unity among
policymakers, much less the various military and bureaucratic agencies
tasked with bringing an end to the conflict, about how the process should
be implemented. Secondly, the BRN-C wanted fo see its political wing formally
established and recognized by the Thai side, as well as the international
community, before permitting its representatives to enter the public spotlight
and take part in peace talks. That status, it is hoped, would guarantee that
the Malaysian government would not deport them back to Thailand.

Fear of deportation among the separatist leaders dates back to
the 1990s, when Malaysian authorities sent Patani Malay exiled leaders back
to Thailand. Because of this, BRN-C and other exiled leaders do not perceive
Malaysia as an honest peace broker. Similarly, the exiled Patani Malay
leaders have said they have lost faith in the world Islamic body (OIC),
after the organization granted Thailand a permanent observer status in 1998.
This was seen amongst the separatists as condoning Bangkok's freatment of
the Malays of Patani.
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Nevertheless, despite the misgivings of the separatists and some key
military and bureaucratic officials, the process was launched and permitted
fo proceed. Both sides, Malaysia and Thailand, put on a brave face, as the
public was watching closely; but reality on the ground remained unchanged,
as the combatants were at the very least indifferent to what was being
discussed. Of course, Thai authorities described the separatists behind the
violence as peace spoilers. But should they be classified as such when
they were not part of the process from the beginning? It seems the Thai
inteligence and security community was working on two separate platforms: one
to save Thaksin and the other to save southemn Thailand. They would
realize quickly that the two could not be achieved together.
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Starting off on the wrong foot

The month of April was extremely frustrating for the Thai government
and the National Security Council-led negotiating team. They were hoping
for a reduction in violence, but instead, the region witnessed a series of
brutal incidents that made it difficult to justify the ongoing talks. First, there
was the killing of the vice governor of Yala, an incident that sent a huge
shockwave through the country. Then, for the troops on the ground, the
abduction and killing of a Muslim Marine on home leave was a stern reminder
that the militants maintained robust intelligence networks throughout the
deep South. The victim was based at the Marine camp in Narathiwat’s Bacho
district, which, as mentioned previously, received international attention
when scores of insurgents walked info a death trap at a local marine base.

Following this incident, insurgents carried out 35 violent attacks when
going on a rampage through the province of Patftani. Banners were also
posted simultaneously throughout the region, attacking the peace talks and
suggesting the process had little support from the local community. While
physical damage was limited, these incidents nevertheless rubbed Bangkok
the wrong way, as it was hard pressed to explain why the violence had
spiked in spite of the ongoing peace talks.

As for the peace talks themselves, the process was thrown into
limbo on April 28, after the Hasan Taib, the BRN-C licison, went on Youtube
and issued five demands to Bangkok. First, Hasan demanded the release
of all imprisoned insurgents and, second, that all legal charges and arrest
warrants against the separatists be dismissed. Third, he called on ASEAN,
OIC and intermational non-governmental organizations to become involved
in the peace talks.
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Fourth, he demanded that BRN-C be officially recognized by the Thai state
as a legitimate organization, one on equal footing with the Thai government.
Last, but not least, Hasan demanded Moalaysia‘s role be upgraded from
“facilitator” to “mediator.”

According fo sources in BRN-C, the movement did not expect the
Thais fo give into any of these politically charged demands. Instead, the idea
was fo use Hasan to issue the demands and see how the Thai side would
react. If these demands derailed the peace process, so be it. After all, they
did not endorse it in the first place. In other words, the five-point demands
were designed to mislead the public, bolstering the BRN-C’s image and
sussing out how committed Bangkok was to the talks.

As noted earlier, BRN-C does not trust Malaysia. The idea of upgrading

Malaysia’s status to “mediator” was meant to save Kuala Lumpur face for
fear that a backlash could mean trouble for the exiled separatist leaders
living in Malaysia, not to mention the thousands of Malay Muslim workers
from southern Thailand. A low point for the BRN-C came, however, when
Kuala Lumpur put together a 38-plus-page report to elaborate on the five
demands, an initiative with which the BRN-C said they had absolutely nothing
to do. It was handed to Bangkok, and the public and academics took it as
something that was trustworthy. Hasan was tightlipped about the BRN-C's
non-involvement, possibly out of fear that the truth would put him in hot
water with the Malaysian government.

In May 2013, soon after Hasan issued his demands, there were
reports that Thaksin flew to Kuala Lumpur fo salvage the peace process, his
personal brainchild. Sources in the separatist movement said Thaksin had
succeeded in obtaining a commitment from Kuala Lumpur to keep the
process dlive, with the hope that it would eventually gain traction and bring
other separatist groups, including the real BRN-C leadership, fo the table.
In line with Thaksin’s request, Kuala Lumpur contfinued to put pressure
on Hasan’s camp fo remain at the table. As usual, however, the Thai
government dismissed any speculation that Thaksin had gone to Malaysia to
meet with the separatist leaders."

14 “Govermnment denies rumors of Thaksin meeting with BRN,” Bangkok Post, May 5, 2013,
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Knowing that the peace process was resting on very shaky ground
from the outset, the Thai delegates needed something tangible to show the
public they were moving in the right direction. Bangkok wanted Hasan’s
delegation to ask the insurgents on the ground to curb their activities.
He did so, and it did not take long for the Thai delegates to realize that Hasan
and his motley crew were unable to influence the juwae or the situation on
the ground. However, the Thai delegation did not have the courage to tell
the public that this was the case. They insisted they were talking to the right
people and that spoilers were carrying out the continued violence.
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Target killings and
the peace process

While Thawee and Paradon have a police and military background
and are deemed fo have very close links fo Thaksin, it does not mean they
can clamp down on the targeted killings of suspected insurgent leaders.
Thailand does not have a policy on targeted killings; it is believed such
activities are carried out by rogue officers with a grudge against suspected
insurgents, especially ex-detainees who have been acquitted by Thai courts.
Needless to say, such practices have further chipped away at the credibility
of the peace process.

On August 1, 2013, a number of non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) led by ex-detainees marched to the Malaysian Consulate in
Songkhla to appeal to Malaysia, in their capacity as facilitator to the
process, to put an end to the practice of targeted killings against suspected

insurgents. The Upholding of Justice for Peace Network (JOP), a network of
ex-detainees who formed an NGO, stated their case in a letter to Malaysia’s
consulate general. JOP secretary Thammarat Alilateh told reporters a similar
appeal was made to the Thai government, but there was no response
to their complaint. Bernama news agency from Malaysia quoted Asiyah
Chaekachik, a tadeka'® teacher, as saying she felt unsafe. “A friend of mine
who was seven months’ pregnant was shot dead and her face slashed with
a knife. That is why we appeal for Malaysia’s help, as Malaysia has been
a good facilitator in peace talks and it will help monitor and give aftention to
what is happening here.”"

15 Tadeka is a pre-school aftached to community mosque in Malay Muslim communities.
16 “Worried about safety, NGOs in Southern Thailand appeal for Malaysia’s assistance,” Bermnama via New Straits Times, August 2,
2013,
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In a statement issued on September 9, 2013, Human Rights Watch

called on Thai authorities to promptly “investigate a spate of killings
of Malay Muslims in the southem provinces. The govemment's failure tfo
prosecute those responsible for such killings has fed a deadly cycle of reprisal
attacks by alleged government forces and secessionist insurgents.”” In fact,
the use of extra judicial killings against ex-detainees became a convenient
excuse used by Hasan to slam the Thai authorities during a supposed
ceasefire agreement during the Islamic fasting month of Ramadan, which
ended up being anything but, with violence continuing unabated.

17 *Failure to ensure justice in the South fuels reprisals,” Human Rights Watch (www.hrw.org), September 9, 2013.
18 'NSC chief denies ceasefire breached,” The Sunday Nation, July 21, 2013.
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Politicizing Ramadan

Observers oufside the Malay-speaking region in Thailand’s southemmost
provinces were misled info believing that the local residents and imams in this
restive region were behind the call for a ceasefire during 2013 Ramadan.
In fact, the idea was cooked up by the Thai authorities, with the help of friendly
pro-govemment imams, to make the case that the locals were calling
on the BRN-C to enter info a ceasefire.

It started with a public event on June 9, 2013 when Thawee Sodsong
met with Muslim religious leaders, supposedly to hear their opinion about the
peace process. The event fook place just a few days before the third round
of talks between the Thais and the self-proclaimed BRN-C. With the help of
a friendly imam, Abdulrahman Abdulsamad, who is also a card-carrying
member of the ruling Pheu Thai Party, the idea of a peaceful Ramadan
was kicked off and the clerics who came to the gathering were basically
put on the spot. According to a BRN source, the idea of a quiet Ramadan was
discussed back in May within the movement, and the insurgents on the
ground were about to go along with it. But the entire separatist community
was tumed off by the Thai authorities” effort to politicize the issue and decided
to drop the plan entirely.
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Wan Kadir Che Man

As if the insurgency violence and targeted killings were not enough
to destabilize the ongoing peace talks, the Thai Army, which never liked
the idea of civilians running a peace process in the deep South in the first
place, reportedly decided to find ways to destabilize the process. For years,
Wan Kadir Che Man — the leader of the now defunct Bersatu, an umbrella
organization for the long-standing separatist groups, and Barisan Islam
Pembangunan Pattani (BIPP) — has been at loggerheads with Malaysia over
their position on Thailand’s deep South conflict. Wan Kadir, who has only
recently been dllowed back into Thailand after 53 years in exile, does not
believe Kuala Lumpur is an honest peace broker and should stay out of the
peace process.

Knowing he wanted to return to Thailand for some time — and
knowing also he had made a secret visit to Thailand in January 2013 af
the invitation of the government — the Thai army decided to permit him
to come to Bangkok to speak at the Thai Journalists Association of Thailand
in November 2013. His “official host” would be Deputy Prime Minister Pracha
Promnok, the former police chief of Thailand. Once Wan Kadir publicly
attacked the government peace process, however, Pracha and the police
redlized that they were being used by the Army to destabilize the peace
talks. By that time it was too late to do anything. The best the “host” could do
was to ask Wan Kadir to cancel his meetings with Bangkok-based diplomats
and representatives of infemational organizations. Still, Wan Kadir made two more
trips to southemn Thailand in December 2013, at the invitation of the Army, to
speak his mind about the prospect of peace in the region.
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Wan Kadir's position has always been that only a coherent peace
process can produce viable results. In other words, if the process is a sham, no
one with any credibility or legitimacy will come to the table. In his speeches,
Wan Kadir blamed successive Thai governments for going to the same
mediators, facilitators and go-betweens, and for refusing to take a new
approach to negotiation. Speaking at the Prince of Songkhla University-
Pattani Campus on December 24, 2012, Wan Kadir did not mince words
when he called Thai officials “stupid” and “insincere” in their handling of
past peace initiatives. He said many of the Thai officials who had participated
in three decades of talks appeared more concerned with enhancing their
own careers than achieving peace. He described the mediators, facilitators
and go-betweens as opportunists who exploited the talks for personal and
political gain. He stated that the peace initiative launched on February 28, 2013
in Kuala Lumpur was only another example of Thailand’s lack of sincerity.

"How can we expect some ‘white-eyed’ (coward) farang or some
dato (Malay local ruler) to resolve our problems? The past 20 years have
shown that this same old approach does not work. Are we that stupid not
fo see it, or are we just pretending not to see it?” asked Wan Kadir. He was
making an obvious reference to prominent Malaysian figures involved in
various peace initiatives and Western organizations wanting to mediate the
conflict in southemn Thailand. However, Wan Kadir said he greatly appreciates
the moral support of various Westem governments, including the United
States, Germany and Sweden, suggesting that their participation as mediators
or facilitators could add legitimacy to a peace initiative.

19 Pathan, Don, “Insurgents know that Bangkok isn‘t serious about peace: Wan Kadir,” The Nation, December 26, 2013; see Section Il for
further discussion of Western governments’ involvement in the peace process.
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Bigger is not necessary better

Instead of pausing to reconsider its approach to the peace process,
the Thai government decided to stubbomly keep the February 28 initiative
alive for fear of losing face. But with violence continuing unabated, Bangkok
and Kuala Lumpur were hard-pressed to show any deliverables. So, to keep
the process going, Bangkok decided to bring on board other long-standing
separatist groups, namely, groups that were kept out of the process from the
start. An invitation was extended to Kasturi Mahkota, the Sweden-based
leader of a Patani United Liberation Organization (PULO) faction that had
been working with Thailand’s NSC through a Geneva-based mediator from
2005-2011. The so-called Geneva Process was scrapped by the Yingluck
govermnment after they decided to give the mandate to Kuala Lumpur to
facilitate. Another PULO faction, under the leadership of Samsudine Khan,
also agreed to take part in the talks. Khan, who is also based in Sweden, had
initially given the February 28 initiative the cold shoulder, but later changed
his mind. The two would join the third self-proclaimed PULO president, Noor
Abdulrahman, at the negotiating table. Bangkok was also planning to extend
an invitation to BIPP, but the founder Wan Kadir, as previously discussed, was
dismissive of the report.

Bangkok’s other strategy to keep that talks moving forward has been to
try to attract the support of well-known figures like Sapae-ing Basor, a respected
spiritual leader and former principle of Thamvithya Multini School in Yala. They
want to bring him to the table for photo ops to give credibility to the February 28
initiative.
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Sapae-ing has been accused by Thai authorities of being a top BRN
leader. A warrant for his arrest was issued in early 2005, signed by SBPAC's
Thawee Sodsong who was at the time a police colonel. According fo his
close associates, Sapae-ing has so far refused to take part in the process,
or any meeting with the Thai government, out of anger with the authorities
for demonizing him. At one time, the police even offered 20 million baht for
information leading to his capture. Thai officials who read the charges
against Sapae-ing said the dllegations were weak, and that he would
beat the case should it go to court. The BRN remains tight-lipped about
Sapae-ing’s status and whereabouts, although they do allow that he has
long been an important spiritual leader for the Patani Malay Muslims.

The Thai team, namely the SBPAC and NSC, had earlier turned
to Muslim religious leaders in the deep South fo act as go-betweens after
they realized that local Malay Muslim politicians they had been using had
credibility problems with both the separatist groups and local residents.
Clerics were foying with the idea of acting as go-betweens, but then, as
discussed above, a death squad kiled one of their members, imam
Abdullateh Todir, on November 14, 2012. The religious leaders backed away
as insurgents on the ground went back to targeting government schools and
teachers. As previously discussed, aftacks during this period spiked at an
unprecedented rate.
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Sadao and Phuket

In a videotaped statement released in June 2013, Hasan Taib called
on the Thai military to pull out of Songkhla’s Sadao district, effectively adding
another district to the Malay historical homeland. As expected, his
demand was met with howls of dismay among the local business community.
Businesspeople were worried that placing the district under the spotlight
would hit trade in the area, which includes the largest border crossing
between Thailand and Malaysia. It also covers Dan Nok, the mini sin-city
that has long served as a cash cow for prominent and politically connected
local figures. A typical Thai border town with relaxed rules and regulations,
Dan Nok is a dumping ground for the things nobody wants to talk about
publicly——smuggled goods, gambling and prostitution. But the hoopla from
local businesspeople did not deter the insurgents, who were bent on extending
the theatre of violence to the district. On the morning of December 22, 2013,
insurgents used motorbike bomibs against two police targets — Bedang Besar
and Sadao — while the front parking lot of the Oliver Hotel in Dan Nok was hit
with a car bomb.

Not only did the attacks upset the business sector, the Thai security
apparafus was also jolted. It was the first fime Sadao had been hit since this
second wave of insurgency erupted just over a decade ago. Even more
startling was what appeared to be an attempted car-bomb attack on
a Phuket police station the same day. Stuffed with enough explosives to
devaostate a 500-meter radius, the fruck had been parked behind the
station for at least two days. Police were alerted to the Phuket threat when the
Bedang Besar bomb went off at a police station parking lot on December 22,
about 10 kilometers away from Dan Nok.
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While the incident in Sadao has all the signs of an insurgent attack,
many are wondering why Phuket was also targeted. Some security officers
have linked the Phuket and Dan Nok incidents fo local business disputes.
According fo these sources, it is possible that local kingpins are using the
insurgents fo settle disputes and send a message to their associates and
enemies. A source in the BRN-C confirmed that the attacks on Sadao and
Phuket were carried out by juwae in their network, but added that BRN-C
leaders did not order the attacks. He said local insurgents were paid off
by crime syndicates with an axe to grind with the local police and rival
syndicates. Others have made comparisons between the Phuket attacks and
the May 26, 2013 attack on Ramkhamhaeng Soi 43/1 by an insurgent cell
belonging to one of the longstanding separatist groups wanting to use

the May 2013 attack as a ticket to the negotiating table.
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Moving Forward

Upset at not being able to generate any fraction in his capacity
as the ‘“licison,” Hasan went incommunicado in December 2013. To use
boxing jargon, he ‘threw in the fowel” and returmed to his home in Malaysia
in February 2014. For all extensive purposes, this marked the end of the
Thai government’s latest attempt to end the insurgency in the deep South.

While the BRN-C’s DPP did not endorse the February 28, 2013
initiative, it does not mean the group does not want to talk peace with
the Thai state. Instead, the BRN-C and other old guard leaders believe
mediation is a thing of the future. Because of the separatists’ distrust of Kuala
Lumpur and the OIC, the BRN-C, as well as Wan Kadir Che Man, suggest that
the future mediation role should be taken up by Western governments,
countries with a good track record on conflict resolution and strong
humanitarian low and principle. BRN-C sources say Malaysia, and
possibly Indonesia, could come into the picture, along with members of the
international community, later in the process. For now, however, BRN-C
believes any peace process initiated would be premature, especially when
they have not seen any real commitment to a coherent peace process from
the Thai side.

Moving forward, the BRN-C note they want the peace initiative o
be kept out of the public spotlight at the outset and to generate confidence
in their political wing before engaging in a formal negotiation process with
the government. They accuse Thailand of being reckless in pushing through
the February 28 initiative, knowing that the issue of immunity was not resolved
and knowing that they had yet to bridge the trust gap with Kuala Lumpur
over the deportation issue.
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By presenting the February 28 launch as more than it was, it set the stage for
microphone diplomacy, which became a political circus where announcements,
demands and statements were issued through the media and Youtube.
As noted, what the BRN-C desire at this juncture is to establish a legitimate
and recognizable political wing that can surface publicly and engage with
the international community.

Ever since ifs birth in the late 1960s, BRN has always stood for
independence for the historical Malay homeland of Thailand’s three
southernmost provinces of Pattani, Yala, Narathiwat and the Malay-speaking
districts in Songkhla province. So the fact that they have announced they
would be willing to talk peace with the Thais if the process was coherent is
a big change for the movement, although it is still not clear if they are willing
to settle for anything less than independence.

Crucially, the BRN-C has stated that they are willing fo work with
international organizations that can help them build capacity in govemnance
and negotiations and give members a better understanding of a wide
range of topics, such as intemnational norms, the Geneva Convention and
humanitarian law. While such capacity building will not happen ovemnight,
the BRN-C’s willingness to negotiate with the Thais in the near future suggests
that the prospect for peace in the deep South is much better than previously
considered. If Bangkok is willing to engage with separatists in good faith, and
a facilitator trusted by both camps is found, a more coherent, meaningful
peace process could be convened in the near future.
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Conclusion

The February 28, 2013 peace talks had ample warnings of imminent
failure, but they were ignored by Bangkok and, to some extent, Kuala
Lumpur. Some analysts believe this was because the Thai govemnment was
more concemed with absolving Thaksin than saving southemn Thailand.
Others, such as the Thai army’s top brass, believe that the process was
doomed to fail because it was carried out by civilians instead of military
personnel. Thai soldiers, it seems, have yet fo come to terms with the
notion of civilian supremacy. Some Thai officials, on the other hand, thought
they could use Hasan Taib to bring the secretive inner circle of the BRN-C,
particularly DPP members, to the table, as well as other long-standing
separatist leaders. Regardless of the true reason the process was allowed to
go forward, it is clear, affer little over a year, that the process has faltered
at best. Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur, however, continue to put on a brave
face, insisting that talks with BRN are moving along accordingly, in spite
of the fact that Hasan Taib has not returned to the negotiating table. Nor
is it likely that he will. Upset at not being able to generate any traction in his
capacity as the “licison,” Hasan returned home in February.

To mark the first anniversary of the peace talks, Malaysia’s designated
facilitator, Dato Ahmad Zamzamin Hashim, was invited to give a talk at
a public event in Patftani. He announced at a conference organized by
the Deep South Watch in Pattani on February 28, 2014, that the three Pulo
factions and the BIPP have now agreed to come to the table. He also said
there are opportunities for local civil society organizations to take part in
the process. BRN-C sources said they were not impressed with Zamzamin’s
message,
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which came across as more as an attempt to contain the damages
inflicted on the peace process by the Thai Army via Wan Kadir, who had
come fo Thailand at the Army’s invitation and discredit the civilian-led
peace process.

In today’s context, what matters for the Thai security community is
not what an exiled leader calls himself; the question they are asking is what
kind of command-and-control he or his group has with the militants on the
ground. No one leader or group has ever demonstrated beyond a doubt that
he has command-and-control over the juwae. The BRN-Coordinate, which is
said to have the best working relationship with the juwae, has never publicly
surfaced. The most they would do in this latest installment of talks with Thai
officials is permit Hasan Taib to be a cut-out-person — a proxy — at the
peace talks, which is a far, far cry from endorsing the peace initiative. BRN
members and others have suggested that Thailand should place more
effort in creating a coherent peace process than in tfrying to look for
more participants. In their view, a coherent process will attract legitimate
representatives, not the other way around.

Since being formed in the late 1960s, the BRN has presented
itself as a movement working for the independence of the Malays’ historical
homeland in the three southernmost provinces of Thailand and the four
Malay-speaking districts in Songkhla. Now, for the first time in its history,
BRN-C leadership has announced it wants to negotiate with the Thais.
Before that can happen, BRN-C would like to establish a legitimate and
recognizable political wing that can surface publicly and engage with
the international community in the same manner that negotiators from
the Free Aceh Movement (Gam) or Moros leaders in Mindanao have been
doing. BRN-C has said it would be wiling to work with international organizations
that can help with capacity building and give it a better understanding of
a wide range of issues that pertain to development and conflict resolution.
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No one in the BRN can give a clear explanation as to why its fop
leaders, those of the BRN-C and DPP, are willing to talk to the Thais at this
juncture. One explanation has to do with the generation gap between the
exiled leaders and the current crop of militants, the so-called post-Thak
Bai generation, who might become increasingly uncompromising and/or
unwilling to accept the guidance of the elders living in exile as the age gap
widens.” Right now, the BRN elders believe that they have what it takes to
influence the combatants and change the course of the conflict, but such
a task will be increasingly difficult as time goes by.

At this particular juncture, perhaps the Thai government should do is
to establish a backchannel with the BRN-C and othe long standing separatist
groups, behind the public sphere to discuss practical issues, such as rules of
engagement and the setting up of a clearing house to reach an understanding
as to who or which group was behind a particular incident. Local civil society
organisations (CSOs) that are trusted by both the government and the
separatists could facilitate such arrangement.

20 Post-Tak Bai generation refers to militants who were radicalized by the incident that ended the lives of at least 85 unarmed Malay
Muslim demonstrators who died from suffocation affer being stacked one on top another on the back of military trucks on October 25, 2004.
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The challenge for the government of current caretaker Prime
Minister Yingluck Shinawatra, and the successive governments before
it, is that is has not been able to go beyond typical bureaucratic means
in its effort to explore ways and means for peaceful coexistence between
the Malays of Patani and the Thai state. If this and the previous governments
understand that the conflict in the southernmost provinces is rooted
in Thailond’s nation-state construct, then they would understand that they
have to create an inclusive, credible peace process, one that involves local
civil society and takes the grievances of the Malays of Patani seriously.
There are plenty of stories about states managing state-minority relations
in other countries successfully, ones from which Thailand can draw. While
publicly announcing talks with the separatists was a step in the right direction,
it was not enough. If Bangkok is serious about resolving the deep South
conflict, it must lay the groundwork for a coherent, credible peace process
by involving all key stakeholders in its development and taking steps to
build confidence between potential negotiators. If Bangkok can take these
last few, but crucial steps, the BRN-C might just meet them half way.
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is a non-profit organization made up of former student leaders, NGO workers, academics and writers working
fo create an environment conducive for a rigorous and meaningful debate about the nature of the conflict in
Thailand's Malay-speaking South and how best to address and resolve these issues.

Patani Forum works with new generation of local leaders and activists in the Malay-speaking area in south-
em Thailand to raise issues deemed important to the people in this restive region through advocacy, civic
participations, and in-depth analysis of the dynamics of the region and of the ongoing conflict. The idea is
to convince the Thai society and the state that the road to peace and peaceful coexistence must be firmly
rooted in the acknowledgement that the Malays of Southern Thailand has a historical and cultural identity of
their own and that their narratives do not undermine Thailand's statehood.
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