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ABSTRACT

Satha—Anand, Chaiwat: Islam and Violence-A Case Study of Violent
Events in the Four Southern Provinces, Thailand, 1976-1981.

Throughout history, Islam has always been associated with
violence. In the eyes of a number of Occidental writers, Islam appears

to be a synonym for violent aggression. It has not changed much

since the day when Dante consigned Muhammad, the prophet of Islam,
“to the twenty—eighth  sphere of his Inferno. Modern scholars often
feel content with the idea that through precept and example, Muham-
mad sanctified the sword. It is such portrait that needs to be care-

fully examined. In order to better understand this phenomenon, this

paper attempts to probe into a concrete case of violent events in the
four Southern Muslim provinces in Thailand from 1976 to 1981. It
has usually been established that the level of violence haé increased
markedly such that reason loses out to emotions and military might
becomes the ultimate arbiter of what is right or wrong. Islam isy then
turned into protective shields behind which the adherents continue to
to plot their strategies of violence. This paper shows that Islam does
not cause violence. Instead, it has been used to justify violence. This
paper is'neither a causal analysis describing the conditions under
which particular justifications of political violence arise nor ethical
appraisal of the various justifications of violence. It is much an attempt
to construe the ways in which political actors rationalize the use of
violence and especially the Islamic basis with which such rationali-

zation seems to rest (c.g. the concept of Jihad).
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