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Abstract

The research study about “Performance of Officers at Southern Border Provinces
Administrative Center and Right and Freedom in Participating in Religious Activities” was
aimed to study about right and freedom in holding religion, complying with religious
Dharma, religious provision or performing rituals as well as religious activities pertaining
to performance of Buddhist and Muslim officers at Southern Border provinces
Administrative Center (SBPAC). This study also examined cultural rights of participation in
religious activities on performance of Buddhist and Muslim officers at Southern Borders
Provinces Administrative Center along with to give recommendations about measures of
constructing understanding about cultural rights between two religions according to the
key concept of religious relation in preventing, resolving and remedying problems in “
multicultural” society. The study result was found that

Right and freedom of practicing religion, complying with religious dharma
and provisions or performing rituals as well as undertaking religious activities
pertaining to performance of Buddhist and Muslim officers at Southern Border
Provinces Administrative Center: SBPAC Officers had little knowledge and
understanding about freedom in practicing religions, complying with religcious dharma,
religious provisions or performing rituals based on their own beliefs and between both
and they perceived understanding about religious principles not thoroughly due to
following factors 1) Background knowledge about religion of SBPAC officers was low
together with the fact that they were confused with religious principles and culture and
traditions because the context of religious practice or compliance with religious dharma
or religious provisions or performing rituals based on beliefs was originated from the
mixture between religious teachings and traditions and culture that have been inherited
by ancestors leading to confusion between religious principles and tradition and culture.
2) SBPAC officers did not put emphasis on learning cultural differences of both religions
resulting in disagreements and 3) some SBPAC officers grew up in mono-cultural society
and they had narrow perspectives on coexistence in the multicultural organization for
the reason that people who grew in mono-cultural society would be instructed about
knowledge and understanding of only their own religion and they had limited concepts.
On the other hand, some officers that had sophisticated experiences in society would
have boarder perspectives and although their background knowledge about religion was
low, their experiences would culture them to access and understand freedom in
practicing religions, complying with religious dharma or provisions or performing rituals
based on their reciprocal beliefs and they could cohabit no matter what religion they
had.
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Cultural right of participation in religious activities on performance of
Buddhist and Muslim officers at Southern Border Provinces Administrative Center:
Operations of Southern Border Provinces Administrative Center related to cultural rights of
participation in religious activities on performance of Buddhist and Muslim officers were
determined to distribute works and responsibilities based on proper aspects. In other
words, Buddhism-related activities would be assigned to Buddhist officer while Islam-
related activities would be arranged by Muslim officers. However, there were some
activities in which every officer needed to participate for the reason of necessity and
significant factors. Nevertheless, SBPAC officers recognized that everybody had right and
freedom in cultural expression and participation in religious activities where they did not
belong. Most officers would do research well when they had to participate in religious
activities that they did not follow such as farming rice, visiting relatives of those who
passed away or were physically challenged. They would not participate in religious rituals
by standing away from the venue, doing what they could do and recognizing social
etiquette. However, the problematic issues in terms of cultural right of participation in
religious activities on performance of SBPAC officers were failure in communication with
coworkers with different religions to understand about which activities they could join. In
addition, some issues were risky in practicing religious activities i.e. Muslim officers not
donating money for merit to Buddhist officers, Buddhist officer not attending the weeding
in Masjid etc. raising the sense of disrespect. The scope of cultural rights of participation in
religious activities of Buddhism and Islam was different. For Buddhism, it was totally
permitted without exception while scope in Islam was determined based on optimum and
Islam principles that some cases were flexible and some were stern such as aforesaid
activities.

Recommendation about approaches and measures of constructing understanding
about cultural rights between both religions based on key concept of religious relation to
prevent, resolve and remedy problems in “multicultural” society: People who have
knowledge about religions that have experience and understanding in spatial context should
contribute to providing the course of training to educate people and to construct good
understanding about cultural rights. Furthermore, practitioners should adjust attitude inside
the organization by possibly exploiting training courses and learning from model society of
cohabitation that will generate new and board perspectives to create understanding in
various dimensions. Importantly, children should be implanted such teachings and matters
and newcomers at SBPAC should be trained to construct comprehension about cultural
rights in each religion covering every practitioner. On top of that, cohabitation principle of
people with different religions should be raised awareness and emphasized for mutual

working in the organization by exchanging knowledge, discussing and explaining religious
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difference. Good approaches to create reciprocal understanding are that everyone talk
together and grant equal rights with each other. Importantly, they should have acceptance
and respect to others under scopes of religious principles because it is the key of peaceful

coexistence in multicultural society.
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