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ADbstract

The current study aimed to 1) study the status and role of Muslim women in social
development in the southern border provinces and 2) study the strategies for developing Muslim
women to promote their roles in social development in the southern border provinces. The study

revealed the following.

Quantitative Results

It was found that the Muslim women’s status in social activities is very low. The majority,
which is 81.6 percent, are not parts of the activities while only 18.4 percent of the women engage
in the activities.

For their roles in preventing and solving social problems in the area, the study revealed
that the majority (27.81 percent) play an important part in parenting and keeping a warm and
loving relationship among family members.

A percentage of 77 Muslim women opined that Muslim women should play a role in social
development while 23 percent believed they should not.

In term of Muslim women’s social development and participation, 22.94 percent of the
Muslim women agree that people’s good attitude towards the roles of women in society and
gender equality should be promoted.

Lastly, the study showed that 20.86 percent of the Muslim women believe they should
receive sufficient resources to enhance woman organizations and society at every level which will

finally strengthen Muslim women as a whole.

Qualitative Results

1. The general problem

The study found that the Muslim women in the southern border provinces encounter a
problem of irresponsibility of the Muslim men.

2. Expecting roles of Muslim women in social development

It is undeniable that Allah has created males and females with the same purposes.

However, they have different roles to play and fulfill each other’s life. In fact, the main role of
Muslim women is to inculcate children. The prophet’s wife, Aishah, mentioned that “a woman’s
needle is as dignified as a man’s sword”. This shows that women must be knowledgeable in order

to build a good family and children so that they will erow up as humble, patient, and gentle
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people as well as have good etiquette. This kind of knowledge will definitely define women’s
dignity since knowledge is dignity for both men and women.

3. Women as representatives in social development

The most important thing for Muslim women when they play a role in social development
is their behavior when they are among the people in the society. That means they must not do
anything which is against the Islamic rules. Most importantly, they must always be aware of their
primary role as a mother to children, a wife to a husband and a daughter to parents. The followings
are the strategies in developing Muslim women to play a better role in social development.

The first strategy is based on the individual development framework. This can be done by
different approaches such as enhancing Muslim women’s knowledge, improving their life skills as
well as promoting the implementation of a study circle (Halagah) to develop both themselves and
the society.

The second strategy is based on the family development framework. To promote an awareness
of the role among the family members or to create security in life and career are examples of
approaches that can be set up to accomplish this strategy.

The third strategy is based on the local and community development framework. Muslim
women can be encouraged to participate in social development activities so they can play a role
in improving a quality of life of every member in the society. Besides, they can be trained to be
good at community management so they can involve in social development activities that will
finally make them ideal Muslim women of the society.

The last strategy is based on corporate and network social development framework. Building
a Muslim women network is an important approach for this strategy. This will provide them

opportunities and allow them to get involved in the social development.

Recommendations for future research

The current study revealed that the most important characteristic that Muslim women should
have when getting involved in social development work is their proper behavior which based on
Istamic core values such as politeness and humbleness as well as the awareness to protect Muslim
women'’s dignity according to Islamic rules.

Moreover, Muslim women should improve themselves in every aspect especially in building
networks both domestic and international in order to develop the society effectively. Therefore,
action research should be carried out by studying the role of Muslim women network in social
development in southern border provinces as to establish a harmonious society through the power

of Muslim women.
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