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This anthropological research addresses the issue of the interrelationship between the
Malay-Muslims and the Chinese in the marketplace, "Sai Klang” of Yala municipality, Yala Province.
Due to religious differences and beliefs influencing ways of life, the marketplace or business center
has become one of the public places that provides space for the encounter of these ethnic groups.

The purposes of this research are to study the inter-ethnic relationship in the marketplace
on the basis of internal and external factors for understanding the interrelationship between these
two ethnic group in the context of a small town and to study the change and persistence of ethnicity.

What had been found empiricallyiin this research’is that such interrelationship leads to
the emergence of ethnic consciousness. In the context of the small town, the Malay Muslims and
the Chinese construct their own distinctive definition of groups. In the context of “Sai Klang”, the
Malay Muslims and the Chinese share some common values and mitigate conflicts that may
occur in the communal context of living together. The research also discusses the way in which
changes of Malay Muslims ethnic identity take place in this area.

This case study of interrelationship between ethnic groups in this locality shows the
necessity of constructing the knowledge of locality which is not only to increase an understanding
of the differences of ethnic groups, but also to gain an understanding of the diversification of each
community, which has different social structure and its adaptation to the changing environment.
The knowledge gained could contribute to policy guidelines conducive to resolving the long-

standing instability in the three southernmost provinces of Thailand.
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