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Abstract

This participatory research aims at creating a Patani Malay writing system
that is appropriate for practical usage and to preserve Patani Malay language and
culture through the use of Jawi alphabet is characters and to determine a method for
applying the Jawi writing system developed in order to help preserve and revive the
Patani Malay language. The result of the study reveals that Patani Malay language
has 35 Jawi characters used for writing the Patani Malay language, loan words in
Arabic, Thai and English. In the Patani Malay language, 8 more consonant
phonemes were developed that are aspirated plosive phonemes /p" t".c", k"/ The
alphabetic symbols are <5, < | (&, drespectively. Moreover, half-nasal phoneme /m®,
n’, j, n¥ were also developed with the alphabetic symbols, », &, &, "¢ respectively.
In developing Jawi vowels, it was found that there are only 3 Jawi vowels, ) , 5 and
. Thus, these vowels can not be used to support all other vowel phonemes in the
Patani Malay language. As a result, additional vowel phonemes were designed to
support some vowel phonemes samely /e, €, o, 9, &, 4, O, 3, a-i, a-e, a-¢, a-0/. The
alphabetic symbols are -, =, 75,3, &, 1, 3,5, e, @s!, ¢, s¢) respectively.

Phonetic symbols were designed to record the phonemesthat have no
phonetic characters through the use of Jawi language characters. The result shows
that Arabic alphabetic symbols with which the community is familier can be used to
create a Patani Malay writing system. According to the results, Arabic alphabetic
symbols can be used to record every phoneme in the Patani Malay language and
they are easy to learn. The study also found that such a writing system would help in
preserving and reviving the Patani Malay language, and can be used as an efficient
tool to record Patani Malay vocabulary, the body of local knowledge, arts and

culture and local wisdom.

Key Words: writing system, Patani Malay language, Pattani, Jawi alphabets,

the three southernmost provinces of Thailand, dialect
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